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VivaTech 2026 brought more than 200,000 technology leaders, entrepreneurs, investors and policymakers to
Paris for four days of discussion on the forces shaping the global innovation economy. Across the conference,
conversations reflected a maturing European ecosystem, where Al, life sciences, enterprise technology and
capital formation are increasingly interconnected.

Event summary

For Cooley, the week offered a timely view into the priorities and ambitions of the French and European
innovation ecosystems. Our presence at VivaTech focused on engaging directly with founder-led companies,
investors and industry leaders across technology, life sciences and Al, as well as better understanding how
companies in France and across Europe are navigating growth, funding, regulation and international expansion.

The week also marked the Paris launch of Cooley Off the Record, a discussion series designed to create space
for candid exchange among the people building and backing high-growth companies.

Cooley Off the Record, hosted at Hotel Molitor on 17 June, created a new forum in Paris for intimate, practical
conversations among founders, investors and industry professionals about the opportunities and challenges of
building and scaling companies.

Key takeaways

¢ A global platform with local relevance. VivaTech’s scale underscored Paris’ role as a convening point for the international
technology community, while highlighting the strength and ambition of the French market.

¢ Al as both opportunity and operating reality. Discussions moved beyond broad enthusiasm to practical questions about
adoption, governance, sector-specific applications and long-term business models.

» Cross-sector innovation is accelerating. The overlap among technology, life sciences and data-driven business models
was a recurring theme, particularly for companies operating in healthcare, enterprise technology and other regulated or
complex sectors.

e France’s innovation ecosystem is gaining depth. The market is supported by a growing base of ambitious founders,
experienced investors and sector expertise across technology and life sciences.

* Responsible adoption is a central theme. The most relevant conversations at VivaTech focused not only on what new
technologies can do, but also on how companies can responsibly adopt, commercialize and scale them.

e Cross-border growth brings added complexity. As companies scale internationally, legal, regulatory and strategic
considerations are becoming increasingly central to growth conversations, particularly for businesses operating at the
intersection of innovation and regulated markets.

¢ Sustained engagement matters. Cooley’s engagement in Paris reflects a continued commitment to participating in the
French ecosystem, not only around major industry events but through ongoing dialogue with the startups, investors and
innovators shaping the market. Visit our France webpage to find out more about our commitment to the French ecosystem.

VivaTech reinforced that innovation ecosystems are built through sustained engagement, shared perspective
and practical collaboration. Cooley’s time in Paris, including the launch of Cooley Off the Record, reflected that
approach and underscored the importance of continued connection with the people and companies shaping the
future of France as a leading global player in the technology and life sciences ecosystems.


https://vivatech.com/
https://www.cooley.com/services/practice/france

This content is provided for general informational purposes only, and your access or use of the content does not
create an attorney-client relationship between you or your organization and Cooley LLP, Cooley (UK) LLP, or
any other affiliated practice or entity (collectively referred to as "Cooley"). By accessing this content, you agree
that the information provided does not constitute legal or other professional advice. This content is not a
substitute for obtaining legal advice from a qualified attorney licensed in your jurisdiction, and you should not act
or refrain from acting based on this content. This content may be changed without notice. It is not guaranteed to
be complete, correct or up to date, and it may not reflect the most current legal developments. Prior results do
not guarantee a similar outcome. Do not send any confidential information to Cooley, as we do not have any duty
to keep any information you provide to us confidential. When advising companies, our attorney-client
relationship is with the company, not with any individual. This content may have been generated with the
assistance of artificial intelligence (Al) in accordance with our Al Principles, may be considered Attorney
Advertising and is subject to our legal notices.

Key Contacts

Tamim Bazzi tbazzi@cooley.com
New York +1 212 479 6574
Courtney Thorne cthorne@cooley.com
London +44 20 7556 4420

Rita Sobral rsobral@cooley.com
London +44 (0) 20 7556 4515
Christophe Beauduin cbeauduin@cooley.com
New York +1 212 479 6579
Stephane Levy slevy@cooley.com

New York +1212 479 6838

Marc Recht mrecht@cooley.com
Boston +1 617 937 2316
Arthur Courroy acourroy@cooley.com
London +44 20 7556 4371
Melanie Simon-Giblin msimongiblin@cooley.com
New York +1 212 479 6272

This information is a general description of the law; it is not intended to provide specific legal advice nor is it
intended to create an attorney-client relationship with Cooley LLP. Before taking any action on this information
you should seek professional counsel.


https://www.cooley.com/legal-notices

Copyright © 2023 Cooley LLP, 3175 Hanover Street, Palo Alto, CA 94304; Cooley (UK) LLP, 22 Bishopsgate,
London, UK EC2N 4BQ. Permission is granted to make and redistribute, without charge, copies of this entire

document provided that such copies are complete and unaltered and identify Cooley LLP as the author. All other
rights reserved.



	VivaTech 2026: Cooley and the French Innovation Ecosystem
	Event summary
	Key takeaways
	Key Contacts


