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The FCC released a public notice announcing that schools and libraries that purchase discounted internet access service under the
federal Schools and Libraries Universal Service program can make their Wi-Fi networks available to the general public even when

they are closed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The notice determines public use of Wi-Fi that may be available on school campuses or library property (e.g., in parking lots or on
sidewalks outside buildings) will not violate the obligations of schools and libraries to use universal service subsidies only to
advance their missions. In the case of libraries, it notes that “the mission to serve the public is ongoing” despite library closures; as

to schools, it concludes that allowing community usage is permitted so long as there is no charge for use of the service.

The notice does not set any limits on when or how the services may be used or on what uses a school or library can permit.
However, this public notice does not affect the obligations of schools and libraries that receive universal service funding under the
Children’s Internet Protection Act to block or filter internet access to pictures that are obscene, child pornography or harmful to
minors. The notice also does not affect any obligations or limitations under state law, including any state universal service

programs.

Although the public notice was issued to address requests prompted by closures associated with the response to COVID-19, itis a
general analysis of what is permitted under the universal service rules. Consequently, the guidance in the public notice will remain in

effect after schools and libraries reopen.

What does this mean for schools and libraries that want to make Wi-Fi available to the
general public?

The FCC public notice clarifies that schools and libraries that receive universal service funding may make Wi-Fi available to the

general public on school campuses and library property, so long as they do not charge for the service.

The public notice does not affect any other obligations that schools and libraries may have, including their obligation to block

certain objectionable content.

Coronavirus resource hub

This content is provided for general informational purposes only, and your access or use of the content does not create an
attorney-client relationship between you or your organization and Cooley LLP, Cooley (UK) LLP, or any other affiliated practice or
entity (collectively referred to as “Cooley”). By accessing this content, you agree that the information provided does not constitute
legal or other professional advice. This content is not a substitute for obtaining legal advice from a qualified attorney licensed in
your jurisdiction and you should not act or refrain from acting based on this content. This content may be changed without notice. It
is not guaranteed to be complete, correct or up to date, and it may not reflect the most current legal developments. Prior results do
not guarantee a similar outcome. Do not send any confidential information to Cooley, as we do not have any duty to keep any
information you provide to us confidential. This content may be considered Attorney Advertising and is subject to our legal


https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-324A1.pdf
https://www.cooley.com/404?item=web%253a%257bE84FFB60-9B77-4F86-BE6B-6D5602DFF371%257d%2540en
https://www.cooley.com/legal-notices

notices.

Key Contacts
Christy Burrow cburrow@cooley.com
Washington, DC +1 202 776 2687
J.G. Harrington jgharrington@cooley.com
Washington, DC +1 202 776 2818
Robert M. McDowell rmcdowell@cooley.com
Washington, DC +1 202 842 7862

This information is a general description of the law; it is not intended to provide specific legal advice nor is it intended to create an

attorney-client relationship with Cooley LLP. Before taking any action on this information you should seek professional counsel.

Copyright © 2023 Cooley LLP, 3175 Hanover Street, Palo Alto, CA 94304; Cooley (UK) LLP, 22 Bishopsgate, London, UK EC2N
4BQ. Permission is granted to make and redistribute, without charge, copies of this entire document provided that such copies are

complete and unaltered and identify Cooley LLP as the author. All other rights reserved.



	FCC Permits Schools and Libraries to Make Wi-Fi Available to Public
	What does this mean for schools and libraries that want to make Wi-Fi available to the general public?
	Key Contacts


