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Today, the FAA announced a new online registration process for unmanned aerial vehicles ("UAVs") weighing between 0.55
pounds and 55 pounds and operated for recreational purposes. The online system opens on December 21, 2015, and all hobbyist
drones purchased after that date must be registered before the first flight. Individuals who acquired UAVs before December 21

must register their craft no later than February 19, 2016.

The new online registration process only applies to those who operate lightweight UAVs for recreational purposes. Operators who
intend to use UAVs commercially or operate UAVs that weigh more than 55 pounds must continue to register their aircraft

separately using established FAA procedures.

The registration form will be available on December 21 at www.faa.gov/uas/registration. A $5 fee will be required, but the FAA

will refund all fees for those who register their UAVs before January 20, 2016. Registrants must be 13 years of age or older and
US citizens or permanent residents; they must provide their names, physical addresses, and e-mail addresses. (Because the FAA's
rules only permit aircraft registration for U.S. citizens and permanent residents, foreign nationals who provide their information will

receive a certificate in recognition of UAV ownership.)

The same registration number will apply to all UAVs owned by a single individual. Upon registration, the individual will be able to
download a certificate of registration; the FAA also will send it to the e-mail address of record. When operating the UAV, the owner
must be able to present the certificate in print or electronically if asked for proof of registration. In addition, users must mark the
registration number on the UAV in a legible manner and in a location that allows the number to be readily seen. The registration
number may be placed in a battery compartment as long as it can be accessed without the use of tools. Each registration will last

three years, after which it may be renewed online.

The FAA said that it intends to continue to work with vendors to make it possible to register UAVs at the point of sale. The FAA did

not announce any timeline for this effort, and the new rules do not require point-of-sale registration.

The FAA emphasized that a key goal of the process is to educate UAV operators regarding aviation safety. While the FAA has the
authority to assess civil penalties up to $27,500 and criminal penalties of up to $250,000 and/or imprisonment for up to three years,
the agency said its primary goal at this point is not sanctions. The agency is likely to resort to those penalties only in extremely

egregious cases.

This content is provided for general informational purposes only, and your access or use of the content does not create an
attorney-client relationship between you or your organization and Cooley LLP, Cooley (UK) LLP, or any other affiliated practice or
entity (collectively referred to as “Cooley”). By accessing this content, you agree that the information provided does not constitute
legal or other professional advice. This content is not a substitute for obtaining legal advice from a qualified attorney licensed in
your jurisdiction, and you should not act or refrain from acting based on this content. This content may be changed without notice. It
is not guaranteed to be complete, correct or up to date, and it may not reflect the most current legal developments. Prior results do
not guarantee a similar outcome. Do not send any confidential information to Cooley, as we do not have any duty to keep any
information you provide to us confidential. This content may have been generated with the assistance of artificial inteligence (Al) in

accordance with our Al Principles, may be considered Attorney Advertising and is subject to our legal notices.



http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration
https://www.cooley.com/about/innovation
https://www.cooley.com/legal-notices

Key Contacts

J.G. Harrington jgharrington@cooley.com
Washington, DC +1 202 776 2818

This information is a general description of the law; it is not intended to provide specific legal advice nor is it intended to create an

attorney-client relationship with Cooley LLP. Before taking any action on this information you should seek professional counsel.

Copyright © 2023 Cooley LLP, 3175 Hanover Street, Palo Alto, CA 94304; Cooley (UK) LLP, 22 Bishopsgate, London, UK EC2N
4BQ. Permission is granted to make and redistribute, without charge, copies of this entire document provided that such copies are
complete and unaltered and identify Cooley LLP as the author. All other rights reserved.



	Key Contacts

